Information Notice

L TR
Customs and Border Protection, 477 Michigan Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226

Number: 3801-05-005

Date : January 18, 2005

TO . Brokers, Importers, and Other Interested Parties

FROM : Port Director
Detroit, Michigan 48226

SUBJECT: Updated PAPS Procedures, Invoices, and Release Dates
TCF FY05-0518

As a result of the Trade Act of 2002, use of the Pre Arrival Processing System
(PAPS) has become mandatory for truck carriers at land border ports of entry.
PAPS requires the carrier to provide a barcode to be placed on a CBP form 7533
(Inward Cargo Manifest) and invoice that contains the carrier's SCAC code and a
pro-bill number (Northern border) or filer code and entry number (Southern border).
The invoice is transmitted via FAX or Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) to a
customhouse broker for input into the Automated Broker Interface (ABIl). The
manifest and invoice with barcodes affixed are presented to the CBP Officer at the
time of primary processing.

The use of this method of release has created a few processing and auditing
problems that need to be addressed. The purpose of this notice is to establish
uniform procedures and standards for review of PAPS entries. Customhouse
brokers and CBP Officers have stated that the current PAPS requirement to present
an invoice copy containing a PAPS barcode at primary release causes additional
work for all involved. CBP Officers are using a release stamp on these invoices and
forwarding them to the transmitting broker for their records. This causes additional
work for all parties with minimal value to CBP.

Effective immediately for PAPS transactions an invoice with or without an affixed
barcode will no longer be required for primary clearance. Transmission of the
invoice and PAPS information via FAX or EDI to the customhouse broker is still
required. The broker continues to be responsible for maintaining the invoice copies
and shall make them available upon demand of a CBP Officer. PAPS entries are
not considered to be paperiess and require documentation at the time of entry. For
release purposes at primary processing locations a properly completed and signed
CBP 7533 with a barcode containing the required PAPS information is sufficient.



Due to this change in processing, CBP release stamps are not required to be placed
on CBP 7533 or invoices for PAPS entries. The electronic release date retained in
the Automated Commercial System (ACS) and transmitted to the filer via ABI will be
the date of record for release date purposes. Entry date calculations will be made
using the electronic release date in ACS.

All entry summaries, with PAPS releases, filed on or after January 13, 2005, will be
compliant if presented with FAX or EDI invoices.

All questions can be directed to Mrs. Carol Pilon, Entry Director, at 313-442-0250.

1S/
Robert E. Perez



